Japan Devastated

On March 11, 2011, a 9.0 magnitude earthquake hit the city of Tohoku in east Japan. The earthquake took place 70km east of the Oshika peninsula in the Pacific Ocean. This resulted in tsunami waves that reached up to 40.5m height in certain areas, and caused radiation release from the Fukushima Dai-ichi Power plants which left a 20km restriction zone. In this catastrophe, there were about 15, 854 deaths, 26,992 injured and left thousands homeless.

After this natural disaster, Japan was in desperate need of help and supplies. Almost immediately, about 116 countries and 25 global organizations offered help to Japan. The countries divided up their responsibilities where some send essential supplies (water, blankets, and food), some offered relief funds, and some provided rescue teams. However, most countries achieved multiple tasks. Several well known global organizations like the Red Cross and Save the Children donated money to provide for homeless people and children's that are in need, Doctors Without Borders are working at local shelters and hospitals to help ones that are injured or in need of medical attention, World Vision focused mainly on children that suffered from trauma or developed mental issues. Even pets were not forgotten in this catastrophe, the Humane Society International was working with pets that were affected by this. Many other organization and individuals also participated during this difficult time.


As a result, Japan's economy also suffered greatly. Due to the radiation release, produce imported from Japan was seen as unsafe. Therefore, countries like Singapore, Australia, and the U.S. had stopped the import of diary products, meat, and seafood from near the power plant. Others like Hong Kong requested safety checks on imported goods.
This event had a much larger impact on Japan's economy than comparing to the world. On internet, people expressed their grief by gathering for a moment of silence and writing inspirational words to give strength to those who had lost family members and everything they ever worked for.

To learn from the Japan earthquake and tsunami, I as a leader would set up required rules for the structure of buildings so it could withstand earthquakes. To set up mandatory safety checks on all imported goods for consumer safety. Also making sure that no nuclear power plant is built near the coast or earthquake fault lines.  
