Slaughterhouse Five Essay Analysis: Kurt Vonnegut

Slaughterhouse Five is a book written based on a large variety of themes. In this essay, I will be summarizing the major themes that are presented to us as you read through. This story was told through the experience of a veteran called Billy Pilgrim who has come unstuck in time. He travels back and forth to different moments in his life, he saw moments as far in the future as his death and moments as far in the past as his birth.

 At the start of the book, Kurt Vonnegut who is the author wanted to make clear to us his intention of the book by writing the first chapter that somewhat detaches from the rest of the story. In the first chapter, the narrator who is Kurt Vonnegut him self tells us his own experience with war. The narrator went to his old wartime friend Bernard O’Hare’s house to get ideas for the outline of this novel. There, he meet O’Hare’s angry wife who was against his intention for the writing of this story, thinking that this will turn out to be a book that will fantasize war. She said to him that “You’ll pretend you were men instead of babies, and you’ll be played in the movies by Frank Sinatra and John Wayne or some of those other glamorous, war-loving, dirty old men. And war will look just wonderful, so we’ll have a lot more of them. And they’ll be fought by babies like the babies upstairs.” (Vonnegut, 14) Instead of that, Vonnegut told her that “He will call it ‘The children’s Crusade.’” (Vonnegut, 15) They became friends after.
In the book, Billy Pilgrim comes unstuck in time and travels to this four dimensional universe called Tralfamadore. The Tralfamadorians believes “When a person dies he only appears to die. He is still very much alive in the past, so it is very silly for people to cry at his funeral. All moments, past, present, and future, always have existed, always will exist.” (Vonnegut, 26-27)Therefore, “When Billy Pilgrim hears that somebody is dead, he simply shrugs and says what the Tralfamadorians say about dead people, which is ‘So it goes.’” (Vonnegut, 27) Time and memory
 is an important theme in this novel. All moment’s lives on forever in another dimension, either the bad or good times will always replay itself over and over again. That is why Billy Pilgrim keeps going back to the Dresden massacre, because it’s something that lives in Billy’s memory and all that’s happening is just his memories are being replayed.
The relationship between people and the forces that act on them
 is also another important theme in this novel. I think this statement can be looked at in many ways throughout the novel. One way to look at it could be how Billy Pilgrim comes unstuck in time and travels back to moments in his life. War, in this case, is the force that acts on him. When someone is in the presents of constant killing and death, the sound of constant bombing and the terrible condition that he is required to live in for long periods of time, the stress and tension that builds up could cause permanent damage to one’s body.  As a result, this is the answer to why Billy Pilgrim travels back and forth in time. He has gone insane. 
Slaughterhouse five is not a novel that intends to glorify war, but a novel written to bring out the truth of war. War can be seen as a heroic act, but it can also be seen as a factor that destroys human dignity.
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